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The hustle distracted the attention of the pensive Siva.
Absent- mindedly he turned his head, a smile lingered on
his pale lips. Gods and Sages expressed their sorrow and
bade farwell to Siva. He noticed the lack of staff in Yama's
hand and asked him to take another. He saw Brighu
without his beard and said he would be endowed with a
goat's beard. He had a word for a few other gods and
sages. The Sun God was standing at a little distance with
his head cast downwards. He used to frequently caress his
cheek. All his shine had gone and his mouth was toothless.
As his heat had gone he shivered. Siva took pity on him,
"Have flour for your food hereafter, but you must get back
your brightness and heat for the welfare of the world. To
regain them you go to Dakshina Kailasa and worship my
Vayulinga. Repent and perform penance. You will get your
redemption there.". The Sun god did as he was advised.
Daily he took bath in a teertha close to Vayulinga and
performed abhisheka with its waters. At last Siva appeared
before him and restored not only his brilliance but also his
power. He consented to Sun's request to use for his daily
abhisheka the waters of the well used by him by naming it
Suryapushkarini.
The Sun God was much pleased and went away to
the high skies to discharge his duties. Years later, Sati was
born as Parvathi, the daughter of Menaka and Himavan
and married Lord Siva.
Chapter 39 of Sthalapuranam and Sati khandam of
Sivapuranam.
Note: Even to this day the waters of the
Suryapushkarini near the western gopuram of the temple
are used for the worship of the Vayulinga in
Srikalahasti.There is an imposing idol of Sri Veerabhadra
in a village called Singamala close to Sri Kalahasti.